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          The New England Patriots had nothing to worry about during their game against 

the Indianapolis Colts. With 3:55 left on the clock, the Patriots went out for an extra point 

attempt. Star tight end Rob Gronkowski, also known as “The Gronk”, was blocking and 

injured himself on the play. Further evaluation showed that the phenom broke his left 

forearm. This is not good news for the New England fans. The team already has star wide 

receiver Wes Welker battling an injury along with other star tight end Aaron Hernandez 

who has only played in one game since his injury in week two. We are going into week 

twelve of the NFL season. Hernandez is supposed to be ready for New England’s 

showdown in the Meadowlands against the New York Jets on Thanksgiving night but he 

will not be 100% healthy. Another problem the Patriots face is the recovery time Rob 

Gronkowski will need. He had surgery on the forearm Monday to try and speed it up but 

at the earliest he will not return to the starting lineup for another month or so. Aaron 

Hernandez is certainly qualified to carry the load during that one month period but there 

is only one Gronk. Hernandez is also fighting that knee injury and only time will tell when 

he will be ready. People are angered at this injury because of why it happened. New 

England had a comfortable 59-24 lead with about four minutes left in the game. Why on 

Earth was Rob Gronkowski even on the field?! 

 

          Rob Gronkowski is arguably the most exciting player in the NFL. He is easily New 

England’s biggest offensive weapon. You do not risk injury with that big of a lead! Now 

New England will be without their biggest star for four to six weeks. This means he will 

likely miss the two biggest games on the Patriots schedule. He will miss the game 

against the San Francisco 49ers and against Houston Texans unless by some miracle he 

recovers in two weeks. New England needs to beat Houston if they want a chance at a 

number one seed in the playoffs or even a number two seed. Houston is already stingy 

on defense and now you are taking your best player out the equation. It will be a tough 

road to a first-round playoff bye for the Patriots but crazier things have happened. I hope 

that Rob Gronkowski can heal quickly and without any setbacks.  


